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Guest Editorial 


The PACIFIC GREAT EASTERN RAILWAY 
QUESNEL - PRINCE GEORGE EXTENSION 


By Hon. Ralph Chetwynd 
MINISTER OF RAILWAYS 


THE RAILWAY which was con- 
ceived in 1912 as the Vancouver out- 
let of the Grand Trunk Pacific Rail- 
way, now one of the main lines of the 
Canadian National system, was never 
realized, but with the completion of 
the extension from Quesnel to a con- 
nection with the C.N.R. at Prince 
George it is becoming a reality. If 
the proposed connection between Squa- 
mish and Vancouver is completed 
British Columbia will have a north 
and south railway through the province 
serving the interior communities. 
This will provide a through freight 
service from the western United States 
to Prince George, off-loading on to 
trucks continuing by way of the Hart 
Highway to Dawson Creek thence over 
the Alaska Highway. The communities 
west of Prince George will benefit 
from a much improved rail service. 

The connection between Quesnel 
and Prince George was abandoned in 
the early days after grading had been 
completed, track laid twelve miles 
northof Quesnel and seventeen miles 
south of Prince George, because of 
the unstable terrain at the Cottonwood 
crossing. After further surveys a 
feasible rock bound crossing of the 
Cottonwood seven miles upstream was 
found, necessitating the abandonment 
of twenty-two miles of the old grade. 
The new crossing fourteen miles north 
of Quesnel was made with the erection 
of a steel bridge consisting of a 700 
foot continuous truss and four 80 foot 
deck plate girders, base of rail being 
235 feet above water level. The rail- 
way then traverses previously un- 
occupied forests to a crossing of Ah- 
bau Creek twenty-two miles north of 
Quesnel by a steel viaduct type of 
bridge 900 feet long and 150 feet high, 
thence down and along Canyon Creek 
passing through sparsely settled ag- 
ricultural lands to a confluence with 
the Fraser River. Winding along the 
gravelled banks of the Fraser River 
it passes through old established 
communities such as Stone and Red 
Rock and within reach of established 
farms on the tablelands drained by the 
Fraser, toa connection with the Can- 
adian National Railways at the east 
endof their bridge at Prince George. 

The first official passenger train 
on November 1,1952, carrying the 
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residents of Williams Lake, Quesnel 
and the surrounding communities was 
welcomed by ten thousand old and 
young at Prince George, arriving at 
13 hours, 38 years late, thus firmly 
placing another spoke inthe hub of the 
wheel of transportation. 

The old timers who had waited up 
to fifty years for this moment, and 
the young people who had left the 
larger centres with faith in the future 
of the north, saw in this event the 
forerunner of a new era pointing to the 
vast grain, oil, mineral and timber 
resources ofthe north. They eagerly 
anticipate a further railway link to the 
vast undeveloped northlands. 

Surveys already located north 
from Prince George pass through the 
great coalfieldsof Hasler, Hines and 
Carbon Creek. The known mineral 
crops of gold, silver, copper, lead, 
zinc, mica, beryllium, chromium, 
vanadium, mercury, iron and many 
others ofthe Finlay Forks area, also 
the virginforests so necessary to the 
economy of this Province, are at 
present made accessible by the Hart 
Highway - in the forseeable future, 
by railway. 

A railway link to the north without 
first connecting the south end would 
not be advantageous from an economic 
operating viewpoint. The advent of the 
diesels, making it possible to move 
anincreasedtonnage, achieved an all 
time record in one month of over two 
thousand cars by barge between Squa- 
mish and Vancouver. This is about 
the limit which can be handled by the 
inadequate barge system, hampered 
by the tides and storms, and dependent 
on the good-will of another railway. 

Under the present slow system, 
in which rail cars are often held up 
two or three days at Squamish awaiting 
barges, the turn around of P.G.E. 
carsissoSlowthat eachis only avail- 
able for one and one half trips per 
month. With a rail connection the 
number of trips would be doubled, 
making the same cars available to 
absorb the anticipated increase in 
passenger and freight traffic which 
would accrue on a railway extension 
north of Prince George. A speedier 
service would be available to the cit- 
izens of Prince George and surround- 

concluded on page 13 
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SECOND IN A SERIES OF ARTICLES ON:- 


Indians of The Northwest 


By M.W. BOSS 


IN THIS ISSUE: 


The Haidas of Shidegate 


URING THE FALL of 1896 I had 

an opportunity of visiting Skide- 
gate on Morseby Island of the Queen 
Charlottes, when our old friend Capt. 
Wm. Meyer of the S.S. Danube invited 
some of us to accompany his wife and 
family ona pleasure trip to Skidegate. 

The weather was fine but boister- 
ous - from dawntill early evening we 
never left our berths for a meal. The 
Captain’s joke seemed to be on us but 
when we entered the Inlet at Skidegate 
the water became like glass and the 
harbour all crimson and gold from the 
setting sun. 

As the ship nosed into the wharf 
we noticed whiffs of honeysuckle and 
roses from the nearby gardens. Had 
the ‘‘Dogfish Works’’ not closed for 
the day it would have been a different 
story. Mr.& Mrs. Robt. Tennant the 
owners of the industry invited us to 
their home and treated us to home- 
made cookies and rich, fresh milk 
from their fine little jersey cow. What 
a treat after being so sea-sick all day 
and unable to enjoy any meals aboard 
the ship. 

Before leaving we enjoyed a walk 
through the Indian Village and although 
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so many totems and lodges had been 
replaced by new houses, the general 
appearance of the Reserve resembled 
“Old Massett’’ seventy miles to the 
north. Both villages excelled in fine 
totems and Haida arts displayed in 
marvellous carvings in bone, gold, 
silver and slate ornaments. Their 
totems for canoes were of the best 
and finest and their weavings of roots 
and goat’s hair were of the most col- 
orful designs. 

The Skidegates were a good looking 
race - taller and of much fairer com- 
plexion than any other tribe in B.C. 
Some of the women had gray eyes and 
reddish gold hair and walked with 
poise. These people were fortunate 
in having an industry in their midst 
and such wonderful people as the Ten- 
nants to educate them. The women 
were taught dressmaking, tailoring, 
house-keeping and cooking. While the 
menfolk received a practical training 
in the plant and brought in the dogfish. 
from which only the livers were then 
utilized for the oil. 

The missionaries taught the young 
and oldtheir catechism in the Christ- 


continued on page 17 


POSTAL SERVICE 
WINTER BUSES 
PROSPECTORS 
PUBLIC UTILITIES 
SCHOOL BUSES 
SPORTS 

FOREST INDUSTRIES 
RESCUE WORK 
TRANSPORTATION 


FOR 
COMPLETE 
INFORMATION 

WRITE 


HANGAR 16, MUNICIPAL AIRPORT 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA 
PHONE 


82478 


Foiled again! 


YOU PROBABLY use aluminum foil 
in your own kitchen as a handy 
material for wrapping food of all 
kinds. Now from California comes 
word that aluminum foil is being 
used to wrap ready-cooked en- 
chiladas. Lovers of this highly 
seasoned Mexican dish can now 
simply pop them in the oven to 
heat, then serve them in their 
aluminum containers. 

Food and aluminum go natu- 
rally together. From the hygienic 
milkers used in modern dairies to 
the utensils in hospitals and your 
own home, aluminum is prized 
for the way it protects the purity, 
color and flavor of food. Alumi- 
num Company of Canada, Ltd. 
(Alcan). 
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A Haida woman of the pre-1900 era, 
when nose-rings were common. 
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Pioneer Judge's Wife 


Part nine of the heretofore unpublished work 


CHAPTER 30 
All The Families Were Not Large. 


T IS GENERALLY supposed that 
all the pioneers had large families; 
this was not so in our case. 

When I returned to ‘“‘Teignmouth’’ 
for short visits, I found that the elder 
of my two brothers had been making 
headway inengineering. He had some 
success with shipsin B.C. at the turn 
of the century. ae 

For instance, there wastheH.M.S. 
Amphion. In 1902 this was the flag- 
ship of the Royal Navy at Esquimalt 
and it was the pride of the station. 
The warship was bringing Lord and 
Lady Dufferin, when, in a dense fog 
it ranonthe rocks near Plumper Pass 
and was quite badly damaged. My 
brother received the contract for steel 
plating and I see by an item in my 
book that he had put all of 78, 640 lbs, 
of new steel plating into the ship. 

This brother married the niece of 
aB.C. financier onavisittoher uncle 
from Ontario. They purchased two 
acres on the Gorge Road and engaged 
Mr. Soule, anearly architect, to build 
them a large house there. The ceil- 
ings were 12 feet high; such was the 
stylethen. There was ample stabling 
for the swift horses he kept and quar- 
ters for the Chinese house and garden 
boys. Later, he andhis wife and their 
family of two moved to the States, 
where he had success with a number 
of practical inventions. 

My younger brother went to the 
Klondike, gold mining and found it; 
then purchased a ranch on Galiano 
Island. He married the daughter of 
an Anglican clergyman who was the 
widow of a curate. Their daughter 
has, in turn, become an Anglican 
missionary and has a religious car- 
avan on the far reaches of the Peace 
River. 

Ihad one sister, whom we all con- 
ceded was the beauty in our family of 
four. She had golden hair, gray blue 
eyes, rather classical features and a 
voice of unusual and pleasing inflec- 
tion. A characteristic recalled by 
strangers and mentioned to me by 
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those who did not know I was related, 
long after her premature death. 

In height she was not more than 
5 feet 2 inches, with trim figure and 
feet that took a 2 1/2 shoe. 

Mother took her to Boston, New 
York and Chicago to study art and 
music for two years, which she did 
with some success, her pastorals in 
oil and portraits were exhibited. A 
local paper and without flattery, called 
her the Rosa Bonheur of B.C. 

But soon after returning from New 
York she seemed more interested in 
acting the Gibson girl to the life. 

I never see one of the Harrison 
Fisher driving girl pictures without 
recalling my sister. Her smart hand- 
ling of ‘‘Jacob’’ and the jaunty high 
swung dog cart typified her. 

Everything about the equipage had 
to be just so. One of the bothers of 
mother’s patient garden man was the 
shine of the brass fittings (she had 
discarded the nickel) and the state of 
his clothes onthose days he sat back- 
to-back to her, to get down to fetch 
parcels on shopping excursions. 

My sister drove with a swish that 
met the approval of the registered and 
well trained carriage dog that invar- 
iably accompanied the shining equip- 


My sister Annette - considered by many 
as the Rosa Bonheur of B.C. 
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age at the correct distance. 

June 27,1899 my sister left“‘Teign- 
mouth’’ to marry Charles A. Godson 
inthe same church I had visited for a 
like purpose many years before. Mr. 
Godson was of a well known Toronto 
family; out West, he for awhile 
batched with the late Peter Secord 
Lampman (subsequently His Honor 
Judge Lampman) Victoria, then went 
to Vancouver. In Vancouver, Mr. God- 
son became a prominent business man, 
owning theatres and concerns. 

My sister died in 1916 and her 
husband in 1926. They left one child, a 
daughter, who married a Vancouver 
lawyer. 


CHAPTER 31 


The Case of The Crooked House. 


HE THREE horse-drawn trucks 

had reached the crest of the hill 
alright andthe six men doggedly spent 
half the Indian summer day in perspir- 
ing steps back and forth, until they 
had unloaded time and again. 

At last the twelve rooms of the 
newly finished house on the high land 
back of Nanaimo were sufficiently 
stuffed with furniture plus an over- 
flow into two rooms in the basement. 

I had been rather disconcerted 
while trying to locate the front door, 
at last to find no suitable entry at all. 

Although prepared to be well 
pleased and not at first daunted by the 
tacky varnish everywhere, I met with 
depressing things: a roof lower than 
plan; some walls crooked; new plaster 
cracked; stains and marks on every 
Side. No traps to some pipes and 
around them rude gaps. No boiler; no 
drains; no cesspits; no outbuildings 
as if they were never in the building 
contract. 

While we were still trying to feel 
pleased, ‘‘Jim Chong”’ (‘‘Gowey’’ had 
gone to China on a trip) lit fires and 
nearly smoked us out. Nor could most 
of the smokey chimneys be remedied. 

Then we also discovered that the 
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For 28 Months the Relentless Mountie 
Trekked Across the Polar Wasteland, Search- 
ing for the Murderers of the Two Priests. 
His Is an Amazing Tale of— 
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N THE HEARTH the fire tossed 

and whirled like a ballet dancer. 
The iron-gray man, withthe thin mus- 
tache and blue eyes, watched the 
flames infascination. Occasionally he 
Sipped tea from his cup and glanced 
around the room. The others at the 
fireside begged once more. 

‘*Tellus a story, colonel - a story 
of the north country!’’ 

The iron-gray man looked into the 
fire. A Council Crest bus passed by 
ablock away, withaclanking of gears, 
but the iron-gray man did not hear it. 
For him the Portland living room was 
fading away. He looked northward 
now, across three decades in time 
and nearly 3000 miles in distance. 

Once more he was the Shimar- 
ganishuk, the red-coated man hunter 
whom the natives whispered about on 
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nights when the aurora flickered in 
the heavens and the thermometer at 
the Hudson’s Bay post dropped to 70 
degrees below zero....-.- 

Pierre Rouvier and George La 
Roux were Oblate fathers of the Ro- 
man Catholic church. It was their 
ambition to found a mission among 
the fiercest of the Eskimo tribes along 
the frozen shores of the Arctic ocean. 

They would bring Christianity to 
the Cogmollocks, a people who still 
slew their girl children because they 
would never grow up to track polar 
bears. 

D’ArcyArden, the trader at Dease 
Bay on Great Bear Lake, warned the 
priests of the savagery of the Cog- 
mollocks. But he was dealing with) 
brave and stubborn men. The Cath-' 
olic fathers would try to end the pa-| 
ganism of these most northerly inhab- 
itants of North America. 

When Arden last saw them, they | 
were headed towardthe Arctic ocean. 

Father Rouvier was in the lead, 
breaking trail with his snowshoes. 
Father La Roux followed with the dog 
teams. 

Now two years had passed and 
D’Arcy wrote a letter. Where were 
Fathers Rouvier and La Roux? He 
addressed the letter to the one agency 
which might answer this question. By 
sled the letter went down the Bear 
river andthenup the broad Mackenzie 
for 1700 miles. Finally it was opened 


Buffalo-head insignia of Mounties glistens on sports jacket of Colonel La Nauze 
(now deceased), as he and his wife stopped over in Portland while ona 
from Canada to his native Ireland. 


in headquarters of ‘‘G’’ division, 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police..... 

Peace River Crossing was then the 
end of steel on the Northern Alberta 
railways. Inspector Charles Dennis 
La Nauze, tall and blue-eyed, a na- 
tive of far-off Ireland, got off a bat- 
tered wooden coach and bought a slim 
Peterborough canoe. In the oilskin 
packet next to his breast was D’Arcy 
Arden’s letter. 

La Nauze had orders from Super - 
intendent Worley to find what had hap- 
pened to Fathers Rouvier and La Roux. 
The task might take him years and 
across the pole, but it had to be ful- 
filled. 

La Nauze paddledto Fort Fitzger- 
ald. He portaged to Fort Smith, and 
there he boarded the creaking stern- 
wheeler Mackenzie River for a voy- 
age downariver longer than the Mis- 
sissippi and greater in volume than 
the Nile. 

At Fort Norman, where later men 
would drillfor oil, D’Arcy Arden stood 
by the gangplank. He introduced La 
Nauze to Father Frapance from the 
Norman mission, afriend of the mis- 
sing priests. 

The party commandeered a York 
boat, a flat-bottomed spruce semi- 
canoe of considerable length. Indians 
and traders had used this sort of craft 
on the Mackenzie for centuries - prac- 
tically since the coming of a young 
Scot explorer named Alexa 


visit 
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nder Mac- 


kenzie in 1789. 

The rushing Bear River was so 
shallow that they had to clamber 
overboard and pull with ropes across 
their shoulders. Paddles could get no 
leverage; they merely splintered 
against the rocky bottom. 

The icy water clawed at the ankles 
of La Nauze and his companions. Legs 
and feet were numb. The grueling 
task even wore down Special Constable 
Havernik, a friendly Eskimo who had 
guided the great explorer, Stefansson. 

Havernik would be the interpreter. 


continued on page 23 
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Yukon Telegraph Line~\ 


LTHOUGH THE YUKON TELE- 

graph Line has formed an integral 
part inthe history of Northern British 
Columbia and Yukon Territory since 
the turn of the century, most residents 
of the Northern Interior have come to 
accept its evidence as a matter of 
fact, and give little thought to what a 
tremendous undertaking it was at the 
time. 

They know that the line was built 
to meet requirements of the great in- 
flux of gold stampeders to the Klon- 
dike, that in certain districts it is 
fast being outmoded with short wave 
wireless, andthey presume, perhaps 
rightly, that eventually it will soon 
become an institution of the past. 

That portion of the original 1900 
mile silver strand which survives to- 
gala lata its golden jubilee in 

For the first thirty six years of its 
operation the line extended from Ash- 
croft in the far south to Forty Mile, 
Yukon Territory, in the north, and 
was by far the most northern tele- 
graph line in the whole of the British 
Empire. 

It might prove interesting to go 
back in history, and see what led up 
to such a huge undertaking, because, 
actually the Klondike Rush was only 
the culminating factor in bringing 
about the construction. 

In 1741 an enterprising Dane by the 
name of Vitus Bering, discovered 
Alaska. 

Bering at the time was in the ser- 
vice of the Russian government, who 
were themselves anxious to discover 
the exact limitations of that vast coun- 
try known as Siberia. 

However after he had n:cde the dis- 
covery, the Russian government dis- 
played little further interest, and not 
until 1784 did any real settlement take 
place by the Czarist regime. Even 
then it took another 20 years to es- 
tablisha capitalcityfor this new dis- 
covery, and this city was named New 
Archangel but later changed to Sitka - 
which name remains today. 

During the 60 years all the Rus- 
sians seem to have accomplished was 
to build up a large fur industry with 
the natives along the shore line of Al- 
aska proper and the immense archi- 
pelago of island contiguous to the 
mainland. The Pribiloff seal was found 
to be very valuable for its pelt, and 
they all but exterminated this valuable 
mammal, 
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There was evidence of placer gold 
from the fact that many of the native 
tribes adorned themselves with pure 
gold trinkets, but if the Russians did 
make any attempt to discover the 
source of this rich metal they only did 
so in a half hearted manner. 

In the year 1860 Czar Nicholas 
offered Alaska to the American Gov- 
ernment for the mere cost of trans- 
fer papers. This apparent generosity 
was prompted to a great extent from 
the fact that the new colony was being 
run at a loss, and that the Russians 
were determined that the British 
should not step in and take the vast 
colony over. 

The United States turned the offer 
down flat. 

However seven years lateran Am- 
erican Foreign Secretary, by the name 
of Seward, without consulting other 
members of his Department, pur- 
chased the whole of Alaska including 
the vast archipelago for the sum of 
$7, 200, 000. which worked out roughly 
at one cent per acre. 

Both the U.S. Government and the 
American people were immediately 
incensed at this expenditure on a 
seemingly barren wasteland; much of 
it frozen for nine months of the year. 
The investment became known as 
‘Seward’s folly.’ 

But from that moment the history 
of Alaska and the whole of the North 
became replete with industrial enter- 
prise. Many hundreds of venturesome 
men now headed for this unknown ter- 
ritory, andthey came from both East- 
ern and Western States of America. 
And they came to Stay. 

They gathered the rich harvest of 
fishfrom the nearby waters and built 
canneries as time went on, whilst 
many more set out in earnest to 
search for what they believed was the 
mother lode of all gold deposits. Many 
of these hardy prospectors lost their 
lives due to the risks of the severe 
climate and the distances involved in 
their search for the elusive precious 
metal, but for every one that died or 
turned back to civilization again ten 
more would take their place, and as 
we know, just before the turn of the 
century huge deposits of placer gold 
were discovered, both at Fairbanks 
and in Yukon Territory. 

It has been estimated that no less 
than 140, 000 men and women left their 
comfortable homes to take part in the 
Klondike Gold Rush. Of this number 
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probably not more than 60,000 reached 
their destination, whilst a few thous- 
and others became scattered through- 
out Yukon Territory and Northern B. 
C. The rest turned back for home, or 
in some instances left their bones deep 
in the hinterland. 

The city of Dawson sprang up with 
a population of thirty thousand; several 
more thousand were on the rich creeks 
nearby, and numerous mushroom 
towns sprang up along the Yukon River 
and nearby trails; only to become 
ghosts as time went on. 

It is now necessary to go back once 
more to those early days when the Rus- 
sians held sway. 

InJuly 1857 two ships of war, the 
British warship ‘‘Agemennon’’ andthe 
American warship ‘‘Niagara’’ were 
loaned by their respective govern- 
ments for the purpose of laying a 
cable across the Atlantic. However 
when 380 miles of cable had been laid, 
the line snapped. After several un- 
successful attempts to grapple for it 
the work was given up for that year. 
Early the following year work began 
again with the same two vessels en- 
gaged in the task. After two more 
attempts in which the cable again broke 
they were finally successful on the 
third attempt. Unfortunately the elec- 
trician in charge used an abnormally 
high current in his first test of the 
line, and the type of insulation in use 
at that time being unequal to the load 
the line was almost immediately 
ruined. 

No further attempts were made 
until 1865, when the famous steamer 
of that day, the ‘‘Great Eastern’’ suc- 
cessfully completed the stupendous 
task. 

There were many people however 
who were convinced that the cable 
would not long remain a success, and 
among these was an enterprising man 
named Perry McDonough Collins. 

Collins conceived the idea of circ- 
ling the world witha telegraph system, 
by building a line from the Western 
States to Russian America (Alaska) 
where the Russians would continue the 
work, cross the Bering Straits by 
cable and continue on across Siberia 
where the line would joinup with other 
telegraph systems. 

Most amazingly the Russians en- 
dorsedthis scheme, and when Collins 
obtained his right to construct a tele- 
graph line through the colony of B.C. 
work was commenced by both parties 
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immediately. This was in 1865 al- 
though the charter Mr. Collins held did 
not insist that work be started until 
January 1867. 

The whole of the year 1865-66 
work progressed with great rapidity. 
All material to be used on this con- 
tinent came from the Eastern States, 
and 7 vessels were chartered for this 
purpose, some landing their supplies 
at New Westminster, while others 
delivered as far northasSitka, Alaska. 

By the autumn of 1866 Collins had 
reached Fort Stager on the Kispiox 
River andsome 60 miles from where 
Hazelton stands today. The Russians 
had lived up to their agreement and 
most of the Alaskan part of the project 
was completed. In Siberia also there 
was great activity, much of the work 
being done by slave labour; presum- 
ably political prisoners. Not until the 
spring of 1867 was it recognized that 
the Atlantic cable had come to stay, 
and then all work on the huge land en- 
terprise was abandoned. 

Collins had however established 
several telegraph offices as his end 
of construction of the line progressed 
and he soon realized that owing to the 
placer gold activity on the Fraser 
River and the more recent rich dis- 
covery of the Barkerville gold fields, 
these offices cou.d be run on a paying 
basis. He therefore kept the new tele- 
graph line in operation from the south- 
ern boundary of B.C. to Quesnel in 
the Cariboo District and this portion 
of the line became known for many 
years as ‘The Collins Telegraph Sys- 
tem’ until it was later taken over by 
the Canadian Pacific Telegraphs, and 
kept in operation. 

In the autumn of 1897 two white 
men, George Carmack and Robert. 
Henderson discovered rich diggings 
close to the northern border of the 
Yukon Territory. 

Immediately, as we know, a great 
rush of gold stampeders followed, and 
before the endof that year many thou- 
sands had arrived on the scene, with 
several more thousand to follow. One 
of the greatest problems these gold 
seekers had to contend with was keep- 
ing contact with their relatives, many 
of whom resided thousands of miles 
away. Muchtime was lost getting mail 
bothin and out, and the biggest delay 
occured in Yukon territory itself. At 
first this fact was accepted as a nec- 
essity of the environment, but grad- 
ually as things became more organ- 
ized, various organizations and busi- 
nes men petitioned for a telegraphic 
service which would connect Dawson 
on the Yukon River with the nearest 
telegraph office in the far south. Un- 
doubtedly little thought was given to 
the immense expenditure this would 
involve, andcertainly none tothe huge 
cost of maintenance after the line was 
completed. 


Ottawa at first paid very little at- 
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tention to these petitions, making the 
excuse that usually placer strikes 
were a flash in the pan, which while 
drawing thousands of men to the spot 
at first, always ended up in a year or 
two with a few scarred creek beds and 
a mere handful of unsuccessful old 
miners remaining on the ground after. 
They also took into consideration the 
heavy payroll involved to keep such a 
lengthy span of wire in operation. 

However, more petitions soon fol- 
lowed, andthese were not only backed 
by sound businessmen, but also by 
Government officials inthe North; not 
only this but the richness of new dis- 
coveries occurring almost weekly 
gave the impression that a vast field 
of hidden wealth was only gradually 
opening up. 

Ottawa now compromised. They 
agreedto build a telegraph line which 
wouldfollow upthe Yukon River some 
400 miles, thence to Lake Bennett 
which was about to become the ter- 
minus of the White Pass and Yukon 
Railway. At Bennett the railway could 
take over the handling of messages as 
far asSkagway, where numerous sea- 
going vessels couldtransport both in- 
coming and outgoing business accord- 
ing to direction of their sailing. 

The Yukoners were elated, and 
grasped at this offer like a drowning 
man seizing a straw. Losing no time 
the government shipped a large crew 
of French Canadian linemen and axe- 
men from the east, together with all 
material such as wire, side blocks, 
insulators, and nails. A man named 
Tachee was incharge, and working all 
that winter and late into the spring he 
completed that section of the line, and 
it can be said that he made a first 
class jobofit. As fast as the line ad- 
vanced along the bank of the Yukon 
River telegraph offices were opened 
and operated, mostly by men also from 
the East. Rates for telegrams were 
extremely high - there were no day or 
night lettergrams in those early days - 
but wealthy miners thought nothing of 
sending hundred dollar telegrams, 
and businesmen, faced with a short 
open season didthe same. For twenty 
four hours each day the line was a 
continual hum of dots and dashes. 


We have reason to suppose that the 
Government was well satisfied; they 
were receiving enormous interest on 
the money they had expended, and they 
had for the moment anyway, side- 
stepped a much larger project which 
would have involved several hundred 
miles of non-revenue line wending its 
way over precipitous mountain passes, 
where no possible revenue would ever 
be derived. 

However, the Yukoners were soon 
to findthat there were still heavy de- 
lays. Steamers going south took 6 and 
often 7 or 8 days to reach Seattle or 
Vancouver.Moreover manytelegrams 
were going astray. Once a steady 
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stream of petitions rolled into Ottawa; 
this time insisting that only by a dir- 
ect contact with the far South could 
the unsatisfactory situation be over- 
come. Ottawadallied. They now made 
enquiries, and found that the popula- 
tion of the North had passed its zenith. 
Individual miners were giving way 
to company promotions which required 
less labour, being mostly hydraulick- 
ing. What possibly turned the scales 
was the discovery by Fritz Miller of 
the Atlin gold fields, and the know- 
ledge that the West was fast building 
up and that farmingcommunities would 
eventually spring up north of Quesnel. 
The government took the plunge, 
and the following year four large gangs 
were set to work. The northern gang 
worked south from Lake Bennett to 
Atlin, a distance of approximately 90 
miles and soon had that active mining 
camp forwarding their business via 


a -_ 


W.P.&Y. Railway system. From At- 
lina large gang worked south in 1900 
while a still larger gang worked to- 
wardthem from Hazelton. The south- 
ernmost gang worked north from Que- 
snel andthey trod very sacred ground 
the ground that the Great Western 
Telegraph Company sponsored by Col- 


lins some thrity-five years previously. 


This Yukon Telegraph construction 
gang found many evidences of the old 
line as they worked their way to Hazel- 
ton. In many places they found huge 
glass insulators suspended by dang- 
ling wire. Trees which had supported 
the bracketts had long since rotted 
and disappeared, as also in many 


cases the oak bracketts themselves. 
In other places they found old rusted 
wire running through the centre of 
trees which had grown up since the 
first adventure. 

Many of these large glass insul- 


Telegraph line (note pole) near summit 200 miles north of Hazelton.B=LOW: 
Hauling poles to summit high above timber line. 
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Typical of the ‘line cabins’ which 
were spaced 25 
Quesnel to Forty-Mile, Yukon. North 
of Hazelton, in the heavy snow belt 
snow often buried the cabins and an 
18 or 20 ft. pole was stood up along- 
side cabins so they could be found 
when buried. BELOW: ‘‘Yon’’ Jensen 


(to whom we are indebted 


miles apart, from 


at right 
for these photos) and a fellow line- 
man - were stationed at cabins 8 


and 9 north of Hazelton for 15 years. 


ators have since found their way into 
Canadian Museums, and are consid- 
ered valuable mementos of those early 
days. 

Early in October of 1900 all con- 
struction work for that year ceased, 
although there was stilla long gap be- 
tween the gang working south from 
Telegraph Creek and the gang work- 
ing north from Hazelton. It was es- 
timated that a gap of 127 miles lay be- 
tween them, although neither party 
knew exactly where the other party 
had finished work. It must be remem- 
bered that the only means of commun- 
ication between these two large gangs 
working toward each other had of nec- 
essity to be made by the round about 
method of messages being sent to the 
nearest port and thence handled by 


steamer or especially chartered boat. 

No white man had ever travelled 
through this 127 mile gap which could 
be saidto extend through the roughest 
territory of northern B. C. Both part- 
ies could see huge saw tooth ranges 
of mountains between them with deep 
showed valleys criss-crossing in 
any direction. They were now faced 
with the problem of knowing which 
valley the other party would follow in 
the Spring when work was to be re- 
sumed. 

The foreman of both parties offer - 
edinducements to any of the men who 
would locate a short route between 
the two winter camps. Quite a few men 
essayed to try, and some nearly lost 
their livesin the effort, soon becom- 
ing hopelessly lost in the maze of 
valleys. 

It was the famous Hazelton Indian 
Simon Gunanoot who guided a party of 
menthrough, while the snow was still 
deep; andit was the route he followed 
that the construction gangs followed 
later on. 

During the summer of 1901 the 
final link in the long chain was com- 
pleted, approximately 185 miles north 
of Hazelton. 

There was no high hatted ceremony 
when the final link was made, other 
thantwo or three short speeches; but 
two bottles of brandy were brought 
forth by the head packer who had 
saved them in his canteen for this 
event. One wag nailed a battered mule 
shoe to the nearest telegraph pole - 
an emblem suggestive of many kicks 
to come from the public and employees 
alike. 

Now commenced long periods of 
isolation for many of the men left at 
repair stations along the system. 
Some men found themselves compara- 
tively lucky if their station was along- 
side of a wagon road, or a river up 
and down which sternwheelers thresh- 
ed in season. For hundreds of miles 
however the line threaded its way 
where white men never trod except 
by those at these isolated stations. 

Burns Lake at that time had two 
cabins only; one occupied by a lone 
elderly native, and the other by the 
two linemen. Between Hazelton and 
Telegraph Creek the isolation was far 
worse, and greatly aggravated by 
rough terrain and unusual precipi- 
tation. 

Between each station were refuge 
cabins, and we hear of several in- 
stances where the men found it nec- 
essary during winter months to place 


an eighteen foot pole against the out- 
side of the cabin, to enable them to 
find the cabin again on their return 


which might be seven or eight weeks 
later. Several men were to lose their 
lives in the course of their duty on 


that rugged section of the line; and it 
must be remembered by the reader 
that trouble always came during, or 
just after a heavy winter storm. 
There was one instance at the third 
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repair station north of Hazelton that 
an operator waited with great anxiety 
for his lineman to return from their 
northrefuge. Between three and four 
feet of heavy wet snow had fallen, and 
the lineman was many hours overdue. 
Unable to bear the suspense any 
longer, at dusk the operator started 
out tomeet his partner. By the aid of 
a buggy, (candle stuck in a tin) three 
miles north of the station he came 
across a hillock of snow in the middle 
of where the winter trailshouldbe. He 
dug around with his snowshoe and dis- 
covered the body of the lineman lying 
face down. The body was frozen solid. 
The lineman had been a heavy man, 
but the operator himself was strong, 
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and rather than leave the body to the 
wolves he slung it across his shoulder 
with the aid of some spare babiche. 
It took him many hours to make the 
return journey, and it was long past 
midnight when he laid the sad burden 
on the bunk it had so many times oc- 
cupied before. Sitting down at the key 
the operator now commenced to notify 
any station that might hear. A lone 
operator, far downon the Yukon River 
at Hootalinqua Station responded, but 
it was sufficient. 

The unfortunate lineman’s name 
was Gilbert McDonald, and he was 
buried in the Hazelton cemetery, 
where a stone stands today in his 
memory and subscribed for by the 
boys of the Yukon Telegraph Service. 

The first man however to lose his 
life while on duty was actually mur- 
dered. His name was Olsen and his 
station was Selkirk, close to the old 
site of Fort Selkirk built by Robert 
Campbell in 1848 for the Hudson’s 
Bay Company. 

Olsen was out on a line repair trip 
and was walking the solid ice of the 
Yukon River. About to pass a road- 
house, he thought he would step in and 
have a meal there. 

There were two other men present 
in the dining room, both these men 
being commercial travellers for well 
known Vancouver firms. The two trav- 
ellers persuaded Olsen to stop over 
for the night, and that same evening 
a fourth man joined them for an hour 
or two. 

The fourth man was a good talker, 
bought them a roundof drinks, and led 
the conversation into mining exper- 
iences. One of the travellers becoming 
enthused reached in his pocket and 
brought forth an unsual shaped nugget. 
The nugget was of no great value 
being small, but was quite a souvenir 
owing to its shape. Shortly after, the 
fourth man left. 

Next morning Olsen and the two 
commercialtravellers paid their ac- 
count and continued on their journey 
together. All three were never seen 
again. 

Olsen was the first man missed, 
as the telegraph stations had a roll 
call at 8 a.m. each day. When his 
station was called and he did not re- 
spond, the operator calling the roll 
thought he was likely out on the line, 
and let it go at that. But when the 
second and third morning the same 
absence was recorded, he came to the 
conclusionthat something was wrong. 
The Mounties were notified, and they 
lost notime in tracing Olsen’s move- 
ments. They soon found that he had 
left the roadhouse in good spirits with 
two other men; and being fully aware 
that the ice was still very strong on 
the river they came to the conclusion 
there had been foul play. A slight skim 
of snow had fallen but they followed 
along the trail Olsen and his compan- 
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ions had taken until they came to an 
abandoned camp. This camp some-~ 
how had a Sinister appearance. It had 
only recently been abandoned, and had 
an unusually large waterhole. They 
searched around carefully and noticed 
severalthings. The camp stood on an 
apex of the river bank and a swathe of 
timber had been cut so that anybody 
in the camp could look both up and 
down the river. They also found the 
remains of a large camp fire. Care- 
fully sifting the ashes they came 
across several buttons, such as are 
to be found on overalls. The police 
now headed for Dawson and sought the 
services of an Indian tracker. Visit- 
ing the scene again the tracker pointed 
out several bullet marks in nearby 
trees, most of which he thought were 
ricochets. Thenative came across an 
old axe, the blade of whichhad several 
notches in it. He compared the axe 
with the slashing on the trees that had 
beencut down, and found this had axe 
been used to do the cutting. Once more 
they headed to Dawson. 

The real owner of the axe they 
found right undertheir noses. He was 
in jail. 

This man insisted that aman named 
O’Brien, who had also just completed 
a short term in jail, had taken the axe 
away with him without permission. 
There was some delay in getting a 
warrant out for O’Brien, asthe Moun- 
ties were determined to be sure of 
their case. When they finally went to 
serve it, O’Brien had disappeared. 
Search was made for him in Alaska, 
Yukon Territory, and B.C. Several 
months later the police received word 
that a man answering O’Brien’s des- 
cription was working in a logging 
camp in the State of Washington. A 
Mounty dressed up as a logger headed 
for the camp, chummed up with this 
man and finally the man showed him 
the unusual nugget. O’Brien was 
promptly arrested, extradited, and 
brought back to Dawsen, where he was 
hung one winter morning when the 
glass registered 62 below zero. 

Many men deep in the woods lost 
their lives to inexperience; while 
others inflicted serious wounds on 
themselves by handling fire-arms 
carelessly. One operator shot him- 
self with a short nosed . 22 bullet in 
the groin. He was five miles out on 
the winter trail at the time, and had 
carelessly tapped the overhanging 
snow-laden branches of chapperal by 
the trail with his rifle, which he held 
by the barrel. He died twenty six hours 
later, before he could be operated on. 

Perhaps the luckiest of all the men 
who accidently shot themselves was 
a mannamed Weeks. He was a Scots- 
man, and undoubtedly because of this 
fact he survived. Over one hundred 
milesfrom thenearest doctor, and in 
the depth of winter he shot himself in 
the left breast with a high powered 
rifle. Not only that but the bullet was 


an expanding one. 

He was doing the identical thing 
that the other operator had done with 
a .22 rifle; only in this instance he 
was tapping a low span of the wire to 
clear it of wet snow which was cling- 
ing to it. The shock of the bullet 
knocked him down, but he never lost 
his faculties. Painfully he dragged 
himself to the nearest test pole, and 
notified the operator at Hazelton, one 
hundred andtwelve miles distant. The 
wounded man then, in great agony, 
found his way to an old Indian shack, 
which had been used to dry dog fish 
in. There was a pole bunk there, 
covered with a heavy, dirty piece of 
canvas. He laid himself down care- 
fully andpreparedto wait a long time 
before help could reach him. The op- 
erator at the next station was the 
nearest help, he travelled all night to 
reach the stricken man. 

On his arrival he found the patient 
quite cheerful under the circumstances 
but very hungry. The rescurer nearly 
fainted when he saw the huge pool of 
blood under the bunk and before offer - 
ing to prepare any food, he suggested 
that he cut the man’s shirt away and 
give the wound a rough dressing. 

“Ye willnacut this shirt mon, ’m 
telling ye, it is a new shirt and only 
three weeks age I paid the Hudson’s 
Bay three dollars for it.’’ said the in- 
valid, and on this he was most insis- 
tent. 

Inthe meantime a doctor with two 
Indians had left Hazelton by dog team 
and they too had travelled all night and 
the next day. 

When the doctor arrived he lost no 
time incuttingthe shirt, but remarked 
that it was the shirt that had saved the 
man’s life, as the blood had coagulated 
against it. Althoughthe bullet had just 
missed the heart by a hair’s breadth, 
and the exit of the bullet had made a 
tremendous hole in his back, Weeks 
was back on the job in four months 
time. 

The longest trip on the line was 
made by three men shortly after the 
line went into operation. Two men 
left Blackwater Station (44 miles north 
of Quesnel) for the sixth repair stat- 
ion north of Hazelton. It was the month 
of November and they travelled all the 
distance on snowshoes. There were no 
towns between Quesnel and Hazelton 
at that time. 

Enroute they picked up another 
operator at Fort Fraser and took him 
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along; all three of them were being 
transferred. Two of them covered 
506 miles while the man at Fort 
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P.G.E’s. Silver Spike Special 


S ~ Pte ae WALLY WES' 
Cliff Snow , veteran P.G.E. engineer at the The Silver Spike Special at the north end of / 
controls of No.567, one of the sleek new die- bau Creek Bridge and part of the crowd of 7 
sels used on the innaugural run northward. which assembled there to view the ceremony 


Premier Bennett is presenteda 
bouquet by a future ‘old-timer’ on 
arrival of the Specialat Quesnel. 


and former M.L.A.,Cariboo) placed in the hole by Miss Nelli 
J.A. Fraser(left) and L.C. Gunn one of the Law of Prince George (centre).. 
location and construction engineers pre- bove: Driving it home.J.A. miss 


pare to drive home the spike which will be first stroke. 
rs ™. 


»remier Bennett addressing the crowd from 
he observation car drew rousing cheers while 
Jon. Ralph Chetwynd looks on, smiling. 


northward. Cap. piloted his last sternwheele 


Li. oe rand, Geo 


torr, , t..tO b., Cap, Poster, J. 


Sy Westaway, Pr. George P.G.E. 
gent punches ticket of Alex Mof- Johnston, Marie Hutchcroft,T. Windt, Mrs. A to Pr. George in 1920. Above: Part of the 5,0 
Dickson, Quesnel old-timers ride the Special throng which greeted the Special at north ens 


at, both Pr. George old-timers 


PAGE 12 NORTHWEST DIGEST - November, 1952 


EDITORIAL - cont. from page | 


ing communities on the completion of 
this link. 

Other investigations of connec- 
tions to transcontinental railways 


have been made. As far back as 1920 
aninstrumental survey was made be- 
tween Clinton and Ashcroft. This sur- 
vey revealed a line expensive to build 
with very heavy grades. The Clinton 


An impromptu dance is held on the 
Quesnel station platform by Will- 
lams lake passengers when the 

Special pulled in at 7 A.M. 


Six bands from interior town took 
part in the ceremonies at Prince 
George, but Indian Boy’s Band a- 
bove stole the show, 


+ Me — : . mire ? 
According to tradition first train 
was pulled into station from point 
where new line joins existing line 
by locomotive of older line. Here, 
C.N.R. engine pulls Special across 
bridge at Prince George. 
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cut-off to existing transcontinental 
railways would not only add to their 
congestion but direst all coast traffic 
into achannel which is itself subjected 
to disruption by natural causes. 

The driving of the silver spike at 
Ahbau Creek and the history making 
first train into Prince George com- 
pletes one more step in the construc- 


tion of a railway to the Pacific coast 
which will connect the rest of Canada 
and the United States to the untouched 
wealth of the north. It is difficult to 
visualize the amount of capital invest- 
ment which will be made as a result 
of the opening of this new extension. 
Vision is the prerequisite of advan- 
cement. 
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YUKON TELEGRAPH LINE 


continued from page 11 


Fraser merely travelled 396. They 
were weary men when they at last 
reached their destination. One of them 
had packed a Seth Thomas alarm clock 
inhis pack. He was tempted to throw 
it away several times, but the other 
two men begged him not to do_ so. 
Thirty six years later this same clock 
was brought out by the last man to 
leave the section of the line between 
Hazelton and Telegraph Creek. It had 
been through many adversities, but it 
was still running and keeping good 
time, various linemen and operators 
having from time to time swilled it in 
gun oil, castor oil, and probably H. B. 
rum. 

In later years as communities 
sprang up south of Hazelton, one lone 
operator became enamoured with the 


charms of acertain rancher’s daughter. 


They had met when the rancher was 
seeking land and had stopped over at 
the station for aday or two to rest his 
stock. 

When later the rancher found the 
land that suited him, it was far re- 
moved from the telegraph station. 
The operator made two or three trips 
tothe newranchonhis cayuse, but the 
distance was hard on man and beast. 
Suddenly he had the inspiration to 
move his office twenty five miles 
nearer his beloved. No sooner said 
than done. He took down the office 
shingle which read ‘Government Tele- 
graph Office’’ and set it up over the 
door of the refuge cabin at the extreme 
end of his beat. Now everything indeed 
was better, although the small build- 
ing was not so comfortable. Sudderly 
out of the blue he received a Service 
telegram from the Superintendent in 
Vancouver to move his office back to 
where it belonged. 

Somebody spilled the beans. This 
happened almost thirty yearsago, and 
the story has a happy ending, as the 
following year the two lovers were 
married, andhe was transferred to a 
more populated district. 

At one station the lineman and the 
operator were responsible for quite 
a native up-rising. Both these men 
were married and had their wives with 
them. The station was Morricetown. 
It was just before Christmas and the 


BEATH 


two men came to the conclusion that 
they had not enough good cheer on 
hand, so they wired into one of the 
Hazelton stores to send some more 
groceries out and also two bottles of 
rum. Thefirst dog musher travelling 
toward their station happened to be a 
young native of the Hazeltontribe, and 
the storekeeper, carefully crating 
everything handed it to the Indian to 
take out. 

The young native might have seen 
the storekeeper wrapping up the var- 
ious articles; anyway he broached the 
cargo. Next day he was found frozen 
to death on the trail with rather less 
than a full bottle of rum lying beside 
him. The chief of the tribe swore ven- 
geance, and was determined to have 
‘a life for alife.’ The men at Morrice- 
town immediately became very scared 
perhaps on account of their wives; so 
they sent an urgent telegram to Mr. 
J.T. Phelan, who was then Divisional 
Superintendent in Vancouver, to know 
what they should do to protect them- 
selves. 

Mr. Phelan who was a very bril- 
liant man of Irish descent, wired the 
men back that they should send their 
families into Hazelton while they were 
to stay at their station and face the 
consequences of what they had started. 
For several weeks the residents of 
Hazelton and surrounding district 
were subjected to threats from the 
native tribe, and the white men found 
itnecessary toform a vigilance com- 
mittee and keep their families home 
after dark. Then one night the white 
men raided the rancheree at Kispiox 
and seized the ring leaders of the 
tribe who were causing most of the 
disturbance and promptly the trouble 
died down. 

The authorities in Ottawa were 
soon to find that their visions of the 
far north gold camp waning were to 
be borne out. After thefirstfive years 
the population in the far north de- 
creased rapidly, and at least twelve 
hundred miles of the lengthy telegraph 
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line soon became a mill-stone round 
their neck. Yet it was difficult to 
abandon. 

On the other hand civilization in 
the south was advancing towards Nor- 
thern Central B. C. in leaps and bounds. 
A Trans-continental railroad was in 
the offing, and settlers were rushing 
in to take up land. These settlers 
came up the Cariboo road summer 
and winter. They passed through 
Quesnel, took up land in the Nechaco 
Valley, Burns Lake, Bulkley Valley, 
and Fort George district. Some passed 
through Quesnel, turned off from 
Blackwater and headed for the famous 
Peace River district. Distance was no 
object to them as long as they could 
settle on good farming land contiguous 
toa railraod; and there were several 
hundred thousand acres of such land. 
Soon the surveyors of the Grand Trunk 
Pacific Railway were marking out the 
right-of -way which was rapidly reach- 
ing the West. This caused another 
large influx of people, this time not 
farmers, but those interested in town- 
site life. Central B.C. had at last 
come into its own. 

But allthis didnot help the govern- 
ment as far as revenue was concerned 
in maintaining that long section of the 
wire northof Hazelton. For more than 
thirty years the Government struggled 
to maintain a telegraph service for a 
minority at astupendous loss. Finally, 
some thirty five years after the line 
was constructed, experiments were 
carried out in short wave CW wire- 
less. A fewkey stations such as Haz- 
elton, Telegraph Creek, and Atlin 
were provided with these transmitters 
and receiving sets, but only to be used 
in emergency when the land line failed. 
Gradually these experiments were 
improved and certain portions of the 
land line were abandoned. The first 
long section of wire to be abandoned 
was that between Hazelton and Tele- 
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graph Creek, where so many men down 
the long years had lost their lives. 
Then as wireless itself made further 
strides, other sections of the line were 
abandoned. Many branch lines boast- 
ing little intermediate revenue now 
were closed down and wireless stat- 
ions took their place. 

The saving to the government was 
immense, and they were now able to 
open up ‘many new Such stations, un- 
til today we find that the whole of the 
North where the white man has inter- 
ests, has become a network of such 
stations. These stations, andthe plane 
service inaugurated by large and small 
companies can be said to have con- 
quered the North. 

Before closing, it might be of in- 
terest to recall the first attempt by the 
Yukon Telegraph Service to work in 
conjunction with the Alaskan military 
authorities, longbefore wireless was 
used. 

Not long after the Yukon Line had 
been constructed, Arlington Obser- 
vatory at Washington, D.C. conceived 
the idea that they would like to send 
time signals to the U.S. Signal Corps 
in Alaska who were at the time en- 
gaged in meteorological surveys in 
the far North, connected with the 
boundary line between Yukon Ter- 
ritory and Alaska. 

As wireless was unknown then, this 
time signalling would necessitate one 
continuous undisturbed circuit be- 
tween these two points almost seven 
thousand miles apart. Numerous tele- 
graph company systems were invol- 
ved, both American and Canadian. 
Ottawa was approached by Washington 
with the suggestion that the U.S. Army 
Signals hook up their line with the 
Yukon Telegraphline. All this natur- 
ally involved muchred tape, and sev- 
eral weeks of preparation. All lines 
had to be cleared of any blemishes 
which would ground the circuit; es- 
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pecially did this apply to the Yukon 
Telegraph System which was notor- 
ious aS a heavy resistance line, due 
to it being a bush line. Enterprising 
district managers egged the linemen 
on to cover long distances over their 
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sections of wire and it is a fact that 
one lineman primed with home brew 
started over his section with a broom 
to remove cobwebs from the hun- 
dreds of insulators on his beat. 

As the stars had to be consulted at 
both ends of this enterprise, there 
were numerous delays owing to cloudy 
weather over one or the other end. At 
last however after many weeks a clear 
night came, and as the moment of the 
Signals drew near, several hundred 
men in small offices, or cabins deep 
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in the woods, sat with either a watch 
or alarm clock in their hand ready to 
check with the ticking of the chrono- 
meter. At last the fated moment ar- 
rived, and very faintly on the Yukon 
Line the beat could be heard. But not 
for long, for suddenly, far down on 
the Yukon River, some lonely oper- 
ator slowly pounded out on his key:- 
‘‘Has anybody seen Hootalinqua Mary 
lately?’’ Itis said that countless sup- 
erintendents all along the circuit fell 
off their swivel chairs, and office boys 
fledfrom their wrath into handy base- 
ments. Anyway the time signals were 
hopelessly ruined. 


Today, we hear countless signals 
being transmitted; many of them in 
code, but none entail such vast prep- 
aration. We accept them as a neces- 
sary fact, whether they be weather 
forecasts, or bear military meaning, 
because in these troublous days we 
realize that the far North on the Pac- 
ific slope is the bastion of our mighty 
continent. But how many of us realize 
that the same Yukon Telegraph system 
is playing an important part in these 
signals, both by land line and in the 
air. 
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PIONEER JUDGE'S WIFE 
continued from page 3 


roof was upheld by a crooked brace 
and that an iron rod practically held 
the house together. 

In short, the house was sofar from 
specifications that the many divergen- 
cies could not be remedied. It was 
plain that not only our discomfort 
would continue but that the drainage 
situation would prove dangerous. 

Even more than a half century ago 
a house should have been nearer its 
contract specifications, and certainly 
the house at Departure Bay had been 
well built. 

I pointed all these things out to 
the builder, as he walked with me 
from room to room on inspection. He 
maintained a dour silence. 

Finally arrived upstairs in the 
large school room whose admittedly 
good plate glass windows gave a fine 
view of Nanaimo and its harbour, but 
which, at the moment let in a ominous 
whiff of sewage, I concluded with a 
reference to that. 

“‘Tha’ smelled wurst in Glesga’ and 
ha’ been thro mony a’ mair crook’d 
dour way. A’wheel,’’ he added, as he 
glanced at the uninhabited neighbor - 
hood, ‘‘ ’tis a bra’ place to practice 
the bag pipes. ’’ 

I seein my record book of thatday 
that there was a realty boom in Nan- 
aimo at the time and by some mutual 
compromise we were able to be quit 
of the place. 

So after three weeks, we packed 
up again and left, glad to be back at 
Departure Bay. 

Clive Phillips-Wolley (later 
knighted) offered us a place of his at 
one time, but we finally decided tc go 
to Victoria. This was my first meet- 


SAAN A SOE ae TTS 


FUE te eh 


“SLLoOrT ea 


ee 


ing with Capt. Phillips-Wolley but my 
husband already knew him. He became 
quite a figure on the island, and has, 
I believe, won a permanent place in 
Canadian letters. 

Captain Phillips-Wolley had been 
called to the Bar by the Middle Temple, 
London, but inheriting large proper- 
ties in England, it led to his living a 
rather retired life until he decided to 
go overseas. 

After arrival in B.C. he became 
an inspector of mining districts, 1896 
and for awhile owned and conducted 
the ‘‘Nelson Miner. ’’ 

He was decidedly ‘‘ultra’’ - an 
extreme Imperialist whose restless 
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pen was ever working for the cause 
and the Navy League of which he was 
president. 

Atthetime of the Russo-Japanese 
war, he(like my husband) was an ar- 
dent supporter of Russia and he pro- 
phecied that trouble would come from 
encouraging and sympathizing with 
Japan. Sir Clive’s political ideas 
generally were not acceptable to 
Westerns but in this particular, at 
least, he proved a true prophet. 

After some further time at Depar- 
ture Bay, we went to Victoria. 

Looking for a place convenient to 
Corrig College, the Collegiate School 
and Angela College, we found a large 
house and acreage with the usual out- 
buildings, not farfrom where the late 
Senator William John Macdonald had 
his home ‘‘Armadale”’ (later an apart- 
ment house). 

The place was flanked by a fine 
row of tall poplars (later a concrete 
sidewalk); a thick holly hedge twelve 
feet high, yielding an abundance of 
red berries; single holly trees equally 
rich; ash, laburnum and hawthorne. 

The spacious grounds included 
roomy tennis courts and its then sub- 
urban location is shown by the Judge 
having gone into a tennis court one 
day near the glass conservatory and 
impulsively shooting a raccoon out of 
a tree. 

The property has long been citi- 
fied and the grounds were, years ago, 
cut up out of all recognition. 

We lived at the place while our 
house on Harrison Street was building. 


CHAPTER 32. 
The New Parliament Buildings and 
New Court House. 


ARGES MOVING PAST the mouth 

of Departure Bay filled with huge 
granite blocks, told of the construct- 
ion of the new Parliament buildings at 
Victoria. A new Court House was 
building at Nanaimo at about the same 
time. 

Mr. Francis Mawson Rattenbury 
who designed the former also had the 
latter in hand. As Judge of the County, 
my husband (who sometimes also held 
Court in Vietoria) was several times 
consulted by Mr. Rattenbury as to the 
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accommodation needed etc. My hus- 
band dabbled a bit in architecture and, 
when a youth, might have followed that 
profession inSan Francisco. It seems 
quite a jump to law, although Black- 
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stone was atfirst an advanced student 
of architecture. 

Mr. Rattenbury was glad to find 
that the Judge had a natural interest 
in the subject. 

The Nanaimo Court House, of 
handsome stone became one of the 
finest on the coast. In 1897 when it 
was finished, it included besides a 
spacious Court Room, a Barrister’s 
robing room; law library; a witnesses’ 
waiting room; a room for Crown Coun- 
seland a room for the Judge’s private 
chambers. 

Mr. Rattenbury, after exhibiting in 
the Royal Academy in England in 1891 
had come to Canada and settled at 
Vancouver in 1892. He designed the 
new Parliament buildings, Victoria, 
1893. 

The very formal ceremonies at the 
opening of the new buildings were held 
in 1898. It was a splendid occasion of 
glittering uniforms, stylish dresses 
bands, choirs and immense crowds. 

Strange to say no photograph 
seemed to exist of the scene within 
the chamber. While going through my 
many files I was happy to find one. 
No one, I suppose, can be sure how 
such photographs will turn out; this 
picture is only a little blurry as to 
some faces among the spectators; 
otherwise it is remarkably clear. 

Lieut. -Gov. McInnes isseated as 
the King’s representative. My hus- 
band, wearing legal wig and the judi- 
cialrobe, clearly appears nearby and 
I have the adjoining position. Aside 
from Bishop Hills I cannot recognize 
the other pictures since many face 
the other way. My husband and I, like 
the Lieut. -Governor and a few other 
are facing those on the floor of the 
House. 
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Among the latter one notes here 
and there a legal gown and barrister’s 
wig. For at that date the legal wig is 
still being worn in B.C. Courts. 

This large picture that was evi- 
dently given us at that time, I sent to 


the Archives, Parliament Buildings, 
Victoria along with other material. 
But I had a copy made for the Judge 
Harrison biographical collection and 
it is quite clear also. 


The hardest tumble a man can 
take is tofall over his own bluff. 


In addition to regular judicial 
duties as County Court Judge, my 
husband was a Local Judge of the 
Supreme Court with full powers as 
such within his judicial district. 

A clipping before me from a daily 
of the period is headed: ‘‘AN IMPOS- 
ING CEREMONY” ‘‘Judges Bole and 
Harrison Sworn in as Local Supreme 
Court Judges, Yesterday. ’’ ‘‘Justice 
McCreight Administers the Oath of 
Office to Two Well Known Men. ”’ In 
the course of 51 lines of description, 
it remarks: ‘‘Before October 1889, 
the power of swearing in officers under 
the Federal Government was vested 
in two Supreme Court Judges only -- 
the Chief Justice, and Mr. Justice 
Crease. But since that time the Com- 
mission has been extended to all jud- 
ges of the Court... The two gentlemen 
upon whom the honor was conferred 
yesterday are both so well known that 
a sketch of their careers would be 
superfluous... ”’ 

My husband also re-drew and 
adapted English Acts for use in B.C. 
and drew some himself. In this con- 


nection, he received the following 

letter from the Attorney General of 
BaiGas 

Attorney-General’s Office, 

January 25, 1896. 


Pte d **You will observe reference to 
your name inthe report itself as hav- 


ing contributed valuable assistance in 


PRINCE RUPERT, B.C. 


THOMAS McMBEKIN 
& SONS Lid. 


P.O. BOX 338 PHONES 43 -44 
WHOLESALE 


Groceries, Fruits, Vegetables, Candy, Tobacco 
Agent: FIVE ROSES FLOUR, 
"THE WORLD'S BEST” 


BACON FISHERIES 


Shippers and Curers of 


FRESH 
AND 
SMOKED FISH 


©F ashion ©F ootwear 


Men’s, Boys’ and Girls’ Shoes 
X-RAY FITTING 
Ladies’ Shoes and Slippers 
PHANTOM Hosiery 
DURABILT Luggage & Handbags 


CITY TRANSFER 


GENERAL CARTAGE & STORAGE 
= Ae 


Box 1155 "Phone 950 
PRINCE RUPERT, B.C. 


Member A.T.A. 


EVERYTHING IN PLUMBING & HEATING 
Agents for:‘‘Iron Fireman’’OilBurners & Stokers 
Prince Rupert,B.C. - Whitehorse, Y.T. 


LINDSAY CARTAGE & STORAGE LIMITED 


Agents for: CANADIAN LIQUID AIR Oxygen and Acetylene Supplies 
and Accessories 
Furniture & Piano Mov ng —_ Pool Car D‘stributors A 
Complete Service = Packing, Crating and Shipping ; 
Prince Rupert, B.C. 


NORTHERN DISTRIBUTORS 


Distributors: Vancouver Sun, Magazines, Palm Ice Cream, ‘‘Hires’’, Orange 
Crush Syrup, Fountain Supplies -- For Prince Rupert, Northern Coast, 
Queen Charlotte Islands, Terrace, Kitimat and Kemano Bay 


re, 


CONDILL HOTELFUuULLy movern 


The lesding hotel serving the northern airways 
Alaska Highway and the very large 
district of Fort St. John 


FULLY LICENSED QC@Poaee LUNCH COUNTER 
FORT ST. JOHN. BRITISH COLUMBIA 


Fort St. John Lumber 


CONFECTIONERY Located at BUS TERMINAL 


wa 4 TER CO. LIMITED 
M.A. TENG | a ee 
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drafting several acts. You will per- book mentioned). 


ceive your work in its entirety in the The late Chief Justice Archer 
Interpret: ation Act, Affidavits, Agents, Martin, who, before his death, had 
Agriculture, Alien, Apprentices, Ar- been some forty years on the Bench 


bitration, Creditors’ Trust Deeds and in B.C., and whose decisions are 
the Acts relating to Associations;these known and appreciated far and wide, 
are printed just as you drafted them, wrote the following letter to my hus- 
The remaining statutes drawn by you band. I give it in extenso as an illus- 
were the Bill of Sale, Bail, Bond, tration of the historical foresight of 
Cattle Farming, Cattle Ranges, and Mr.Justice Martin, as, since it was 


Sherrif’s Acts. ”’ written in 1902, the importance of 
To: Hon. Judge Harrison. ”’ preserving such materialas he refers 
Lord Herschellhad some corres- _ to is now fully recognized: 


pondence with my husband in con- 

nection with the uniformity of laws in My dear Judge - rie 

the English speaking parts of the Bri- When I was in Nan- 

tish Empire. aimo the other day I noticed in the 
He gave his opinions, as requested bureau in the corner of the Judges 

on several occasions, and received Room among a pile of old papers and 

thanks. (Some of the material onthis gazettes etc. (apparently destined for 


subject is on page 45 and 46 of the MS __ the waste paper basket) two old pam- 
SS SC philets melatine to theiCrown lands) of 


DAWSON CREEK, B.C. Vancouver Island which I ventured to 
take for the purpose of glancing thro- 
DAWSON IMPLEMENTS) ughthem, as Itake an historic interest 
inthe affairs of this Western country, 
Massey-Harris Farm Implements as you may have gathered from my 
WASHING MACHINES S book on the Hudson’s Bay Company. 
caer ee pans It occurs to me that perhaps they be- 
ene ye long to you, andifso I shall of course 
9 mr Katy return them to you; but if you have no 
revtr erie ain - particular use for them I should be 
glad to purchase them from you at 
any reasonable figure, because I have 
a very large collection of works re- 
: lating to British Columbia and ‘‘all is 
NERA Cece ELECTR fish that comes to my net’’ in the way 
Heatres Appliances @iiislactautadanits of adding to it even though now such 
Electrical Contractors-Refrigeration Repairs matters are of no general importance 
Electric Appliances & Service - Dawson Creek or interest. 


DAWSON CREEK, B.C. Very faithfully yours, 
ARCHER MARTIN. 


HUDSON CARS 


I might add that on a number of 
occasions my husband was named with 
Chief Justice Sir Matthew Baillie Beg- 

: bie, among other Judges, a ‘‘Justice 
; of Our Lady the Queen’’ in the Com- 
DAWSON L UNIV BRSAL SALES LTD. missions of Judges on the Assizes, 
a tet SSIS al eee a and he held trials under such Com- 
Tt iia missions. 
SESE ND MEAS aN a The significance of that will be 
pene especially appreciated by lawyers 
Wade ‘“‘Vancouver’s First Assize’’ 
5 : 1 , The Advocate, Vancouver, B.C. 
MeLevin Brothers December 1943. p. 189 et seq. ) 
Magneto, Geneator, Carburetor, 


Fuel Pump and Tune up Service fz j ; TO BE CONTINUED 
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NEWLY CONSTUCTED AND OPERATED WITH 
EVERY MODERN CONVENIENCE FOR YOUR 
COMFORT. 
54 ROOMS 32 WITH BATH 
FULLY LICENSED — DINING ROOM 
SAMPLE ROOM DAWSON CREEK, B.C. 


LEACH’S 


TIRE AND RADIATOR 
SERVICE 


GOODYEAR.TIRES - WILLARD BATTERIES 
DAWSON CREEK, B, C, 


SHOP-RITE LTD. 


Ladies Wear — Mens Wear — Boots Shoes 
GROCERIES 


DAWSON CREEK, B. C: 


Frontier Lumber Co. Ltd 
Yards Throughout the - WAX 


Peace River Block if “a Fis. 


Alaska Highway 


Blueberry Lodge 


ROOMS or CABINS 
GAS, OIL, TIRES & TIRE REPAIRS 
Cafe and Lunch Room 

Alaska 


Excellent Hunting ; 
Mile 101 OPEN ALL YEAR Highway 


Muskwa Cale & Cabins “2 


GROCERIES - LUNCHES - Meats N# 


“Try Our Hospitality’ 


ALASKA HIGHWAY’S OLDEST CATERERS 
MILE 300 FORT NELSON, BC. aLASKA HIGHWAY 


HORDNEESON; BuG: 


Streeper Brothers _“za-- 
MARINE TRANSPORT 


River Freight & Charter Service 
from Fort Nelson to any point on 
the McKenzie Watershed 


Sime Groceries & Meat 


A Complete Line of 
Quality Groceries 
Fresh & Cured Meats 


Under Refrigeration 


PAGE, 21 


FRASER CANYON 


MARK DUMOND — G.MCC. Sales & 

_ Service, I.H.C. Implements. 

COPPER KETTLE CAFE — Home 
Cooked Meals in a Cozy Fireside 
Atmosphere, LYTTON. 


CLINTON, B.C. 


ROBERTSON BROTHERS — A Com- 
plete Line of Quality Merchandise. 


WILLIAMS LAKE, B.C. 


BORKOWSKI'S MENSWEAR 
A Complete Line of High Quality 
Dress & Work Clothes 


C. H. DODWELL & CO. — (R. Beau- 
champ. Real Estate. Insurance 
R. M. BLAIR — Imperial Oil Products. 


Agent: Massey Harris Farm Imple- 
ments. 


QUESNEL, B.C. 


KINLEY’S DRUGS — Complete Drug 
Service, Books, Stationery, Harriet 
Hubbard Ayer Toiletries. 


QUESNEL LAUNDRY & CLEANERS 


Expert Dry Cleaning & Laundering. 
Ae all Deliveries on out-of-town 
work. 


PIERCE GARAGE — Complete Gar- 
age Service. International Trucks. 
Goodyear Tires, Welding. 


HILL MEAT MARKET—gQuality Meats 
Aged Right - Priced Right - Cut 


Right. Quesnel & Wells, B.C. 
8S. N. WILLIAM & CO. — General 
Merchants. We Buy and Sell Gold 


Dust, Fancy Nuggets. 


POLLY PACKER FLORIST 
Quesnel, B.C. 


P. L. SLEMENS - JEWELLER — Dia- 
monds, Watches, Silverware, 


WATT’S BAKERY — The Home of 
Fine Quality Cakes & Pastries. 
ELLIOTT COFFEE BAR 
Short Orders - Ice Cream - Tobaccos 

WONG'S MENSWEAR — A Complete 
Line of Dress & Work Clothes. 

NORTH OF QUESNEL 

CANYON CREEK CAFE Quick 

Meals and Lunches, Soft Drinks, 
BEN‘S SERVICE STATION 
Cabins - Gas - Oil - Repairs - Accessories 


CANYON CREEK STORE Gas, 
Groceries, Soft Drinks, Tobaccos, 


PRINCE GEORGE, B.C. 


UNITED DIESEL SALES & SERVICE 
BUDA “Dyna-Swirl” Diesels 
Lubrgplate Lubricants, Globelite Bat- 

teries, mn Dependable Power 


G. 8. WOOD — Prescription DRUG- 
GIST. Beaded Indian Leather Work. 


ANDERSEN’S LUMBER YARD — 
General Contractors. Lumber and 
Building Supplies. Lime, Plaster. 


JOHN McINNIS — Dealer In Lumber 
& Builders’ Supplies. 


WALTER FLYNN — Quality Grocer- 
ies, South Fort George, B.C. 


G. B. WILLIAMS — For 35 Years the 
supply centre for Trappers, Hunters, 
Ranchers and Prospectors. 


HUGHES & RATLEDGE Smart 
Clothes for Mother and Daughter. 
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WALTER FLYNN — Quality Grocer- 
ies, South Fort George, B.C 

WM. BEXON Quality Groceries 
and Table Supplies. 

GUNDY’S NEWS AGENCY — Whole- 
distributors of Magazines & Peri- 
oricals 

McCULLAGH, The JEWELLER—Dia- 
monds. Watches - Expert Repairs. 


Chinaware. C.N.R. Watch Inspector. 
RALPH TELFORD PLANING MILLS 
LTD. 

Manufacturers of 
SPRUCE - PINE - FIR 
Prince George, British Columbia 


SUPERIOR LAUNDRY & CLEANERS 
Commercial and Millwork Given 
Special Attention 
— Prompt Deliveries — 

_ Box 346 


I. B. GUEST — Novelties, Photo Sup- 
lies, Cameras, Fishin Tackle, 


__VANDERHOOF, B.C. 


NECHAKO MOTORS — General Mo- 
tors Dealers - SHELL Oil Products 


FORT ST. JAMES, B.C. 


FRASER’S STORE — (Bruce Russel) 
General Merchandise - Agents: 
SHELL Oil Co. Ltd. 


L. R. DICKINSON — Outfitting Head- 
quarters for Miners, Prospectors 
& Settlers. 


CARNELL’S CAFE & BAKERY 
“The Home of Good Food” 


WEST of VANDERHOOF 


CORKY’S SERVICE — Home Gas & 
Oil - General Repairs - Welding. 


BURNS LAKE, B.C. 


NEW OMINECA & TWEEDSMUIR 
CAFES 
Light Lunches Full Course Meals 
Good Food - uick Service 
BURNS LAKE HARDWARE & GAR- 
AGE LTD. — Chevrolet & Oldsmo- 
bile Dealers - Sporting Goods 


Builders’ Supplies _- _ Furniture 


BABINE LUMBER CO. LTD. — Rough 
& Dressed Spruce & Pine Lumber. 


TELKWA, B.C. 


F. W. A. MAPLETON — Novelties & 
Gifts, Patent Medicines, Sporting 
Goods, Fishing Tackle. 

BULKLEY VALLEY CREAMERY — 
Makers of “BULKLEY VALLEY” 


Brand Butter. 
BULKLEY VALLEY CO-OPERATIVE 
ASS’N — Central Selling Agency for 


SMITHERS, B.C. 


EBY’S HARDWARE — Shelf & Heavy 
Hardware - 5 to 25 Cent Depart- 
ment - Dry Goods. 


HOTEL HUDSON 
Fully Modern 
Fully Licensed 


BOVILL MOTORS — Chrysle*=Ply? 
mouth Cars, Fargo Trucks - Weld- 
ing & General Repairs - Imperial 
Oil Products 


SMITHERS GARAGE ),/TD.—General 


Motors Dealers - Chevrolet Spec- 
lalists 
THE PRINCESS SHOPPE — For 


Gifts - RCA Victor, Columbia, Dec- 
ca & Scandinavian Records. 


LEACH BROTHERS (Herb, Bill 
Archie) Groceries - Fresh Fruit 


“NICLI” The Jeweller 
Expert Watch Repairs 
WATSON’S STORE LTD. 

Groceries, Meats - Flour and Feeds 

Fresh Fruits and Vegetables 


WALL’S TAXI — 3 Cars - Courteous 
Drivers - Tel. Day 48, Night 76. 
Charter Trips Anywhere. 


HAZELTON, B.C. 


TS GARAGE 
Com Repair Servce — Welding 


HAZELTON HOTEL — Clean & Com- 


fortable, Hot and Cold Water 


NEW HAZELTON CAFE—Good Food 
Tobaccos, Confectionery. 


——— ————————————————— 
GRANDVIEW HOTEL - Modern, Com- 


fortable, Reasonable. SOUTH HAZELTON 


TERRACE, B.C. 


TERRACE HOTEL — Fully Licensed 
“Headquarters For Commercial 
Travellers and Sportsmen when in 


TERRACE, B.C.” 


The HOME GRILL — (M. Hauser) 
“The Best Steaks In The North” 
Soft Drinks, Confectionery, Tobacco 


TERRACE DRUGS — (B. R. Dodds) 
“Everything In Drugs.” 


INTER-VALLEY LUMBER & SUP- 
PLY CO. — Cedar Poles, Posts & 
Piling - Hemlock Piling - Lumber 

Manufacturers 


E. T. KENNEY LTD. — Real Estate 
Notary - Insurance Bex 4 


PRINCE RUPERT, B.C. 


REX CAFE—Opposite Prince Rupert 
Hotel - CHOP SUEY & CHOW 


MEIN Our Specialty. 


COMMERCIAL HOTEL 
Fully Licenced - Modern 


- KAIEN HARDWARE 
Sporting Goods Headquarters 
Fishing Information 


SANDY’S CAFE AND LUNCH BAR— 


Specializing in’ Italian Food. 


‘If you keep that up you'll need a doctor...’ 


A GUIDE TO RELIABLE MERCHANTS IN 
TOWNS OF THE CARIBOO, CENTRAL 
B.C., PEACE RIVER & YUKON 


DAWSON CREEK, B.C. 


BISSETT HARDWARE CO., LTD. — 
(Geo. Bissett) “Everything In Hayd- 
ware” - Atlas Tires - Headquarters 
For Sporting Goods. Tel. 33. 


THOMPSON ELECTRIC — G-E Ap- 
piiances - Natural Gas Ranges 
Heating Appliances - Electrical Con- 
tractors - Refrigeration Repairs 


For Hardy Fruit Trees & Shrubs Write 
ALASKA HIGHWAY NURSERIES 
H. Giles Box 538 


FORT ST. JOHN, B.C. 
SURISTOX & BAKER — Public Ac- 


countants - Income Tax Specialists 
Auditing. 


FORT ST. JOHN FURNITUE CO. — 
Flicor Covering, Furniture, Bagyage, 


SPICER’S BAKERY — “Sweet Krust” 
Bread _- Quality Cakes & Pastries. 


ROSS SMITH GENERAL TRUCKING 
North Pine, B.C. 


WHITEHORSE, Y.T. 


WISE AGENCIES 
COMPLETE INSURANCE SERVICE 
Box 398 Whitehorse, Y.T. 


BURNS & CO. LTD. 

— Wholesale & Retail — 
Fresh, Cured & Canned Meats 
Tel. 2311 
Box 46 WHITEHORE 


OKANAGAN 


COTTAGE CAFE - 
HOME COOKED MEALS - FALKLAND 


Ernie’s Garage 


First Class Rest Rooms 

* Tourist Information * 

* Modern Equipment * 
* New Garage * 
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ARCTIC JUSTICE 
continued from page 5 


Few white men spoke the jargon of 
the Cogmollocks. Fathers La Roux and 
Rouvier had studied Cogmollock lingo 
but where were they? 

One peril led to another. With the 
river surmounted, La Nauze’s party 
was onGreat Bear Lake. Gales whip- 
this vast inland sea into a maelstrom 
offroth and spume. Great Bear Lake 
is more than 300 miles across and its 
waves can be as high as a three- 
story building. 

For 11 days La Nauze waited in the 
lee of an inlet. Then he could delay 
no longer. They set out and paddled 
for their lives. It was summer, but 
ice floes still dotted the immense body 
of water. The lake nipped at them with 
chilly fangs. 

The party was exhausted by the 
time it reached Arden’s tiny trading 
post on the northern shore of Great 
Bear Lake. It was only September 19, 
but already the arctic winter was clos- 
ingin. There wouldbe no more travel 
until spring and its releasing chinook 
winds. ; 

While the others built a rude cabin 
La Nauze:and Father Frapance snow- 
shoed for nine days to reach Lake 
Rouvier, where the missing priests 
had planned to construct a mission. 

The police inspector found a prim- 
itive cabin - deserted. He entered 
with his flashlight and discovered 
missals, breviaries and other articles 
no priest would have left behind per- 
manently. 

But this cabin had not been occu- 
pied for several years. Doors were 
off the hinges. Wolverines and other 
beasts had entered. 

It was obvious that Fathers La 
Roux and Rouvier had never returned 
following their original departure. 
Foul play had occured. Were they 
dead? 

La Nauze and his party spent a 
grim winter. Trout and whitefish, 
hooked through the ice, were their 
principal diet. Frequently the tem- 
perature stood at 70 degrees below 
zero. The sled dogs whimpered in 
their holes in the snow and pleaded 
for the warmth of the cabin. 

In spring Father Frapance re- 
turned to his mission at Fort Norman, 
which he could neglect no longer. 

La Nauze at last was on the trail. 
Somewhere, acrossthe Arctic Divide 
lay the secret of what had happened 
to the two priests. But how cold was 


WHITEHORSE - 


the trail? Two years had passed since 
they had faded into the northern gloom. 

With Ilavernik and La Nauze alter - 
nating at breaking trailfor the huskies 
they spanned the height of land sep- 
arating the Dease and Coppermine 
river watersheds. Snow still blanketed 
the land, although it was spring off 
to the south. 

La Nauze had now been gone from 
civilization for a year, with no word 
of his family or friends. The huns and 
the English were locked in a dreadful 
war. How was the conflict going? 

It took 30 days of sledding across 
the barren lands to reach the coast. 
Not a stick grew, no stunted spruce 
and no bushes. It was an arctic des- 
ert. Without a fire they gobbled their 
fish and meat raw. 

La Nauze felt his strength ebbing, 
but he had to keep on. He had a duty 
to perform. Was he on a mission of 
vengeance or mercy? 

The day came when he drove his 
dog team straight into a band of men- 
acing Cogmollocks on the Arctic sea- 
coast and prodded Ilavernik to begin 
asking questions. Had they seen two 
white men? Where were they now? 
Had they been harmed? 

The Cogmollocks grunted angrily, 
but they were weakening. Even in that 
remote realm they had heard of the 
Shimarganishuk, the wilderness pol- 
ice who would follow a wrong-doer to 
the ends of the earth. 

Most of that summer La Nauze 
roamed the shore line of the polar 
sea. He sat at Eskimo fires and he 
grabbed chieftians by the throat and 
listened to their answers to Ilaver- 
nik’s persistent questions. 

Inthe village near Cape Lambert, 
far beyond the Arctic Circle, he fin- 
ally heard the furtive whisperings of 
two learned white men who were no 
more. Ilavernik trembled in excite- 
ment as several Eskimos blurted out 
a wild and chilling tale. 

Two Cogmollocks named Sinissiak 
and Uluksuk had come up behind Fa- 
thers Rouvier and La Roux and mur- 
dered them on the Coppermine trail. 

The slayers had eaten parts of the 
bodies of their victims in the super- 
stitious belief that this would trans- 
mit onto them the knowledge and wis- 
dom of the dead men. Then the cul- 
prits had taken the dogs and equip- 
ment and weapons of their victims 
and vanished into the north. 

This was the story La Nauze heard 
while his blood ran cold. And even 
as he heard it, he knew that Cogmol- 
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George H. Johnston 
Genuine Finest Quality Indian 
Leather & Bead Work 
RAW & DRESSED FURS 
TESLW,. ¥.7. 


TAYLOR & DRURY Ltd. 


GENERAL MERCHANTS 
Full Line of Groceries, Drygoods 
and Hardware 
Indian Leather Work - Souvenirs 


TESLIN, Y.T. MILE 804 


Canyon Creek Tourist Camp 


Rooms - Meals - Tavern 
‘““STANDARD"’ Oil Products 
Tires,Minor Repairs - Good Fishing 


MILE 996 - - ALASKA HIGHWAY 


WHITEHORSE, Y.T. 


ROSS © HALDANE 


Watchmakers & Jewellers 


Diamonds - Yukon Souveniers 


— EXPERT WORKMANSHIP — 


Tourist Services Ltd. 


Cabins - Apartments - Rooms 
Refrigerated Meats = Groceries 
Austin Sales & Service 
‘““STANDARD Oil Products 


Nelson‘s Hardware 


PHILLIPS Radios ELECTRICAL Supplies / 
EASY & MAYTAG Washing Machines 4 
BUILDER'S Hardware GLIDDEN Paints Ve 

Plumbing & Heating Contractors Goods 


Sporting 


MAC’S Newstand 
% MAGAZINES  y CANDY BARS 
% NOVELTIES yx CIGARETTES 
sx SMOKERS SUPPLIES 


OPEN FROM 12 NOON TILL !2 MIDNIGHT 


YUKON JEWELLERY 


& NOVELTY SHOP 
R. G. LEE 
KLONDIKE GOLD NUGGETS 
and JEWELLERY 


Whitehorse Pharmacy 


COMPLETE DRUG SERVICE 
TOBACCOS & MAGAZINES 
KODAKS — FILMS & FINISHINGS 
WHITEHORSE, Y T 
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tail Lounge 
The Smartest Bar In Western Canada “’ 


at: 
TOURIST SERVICES LTD. 


Yukon Electrical 


Serving Whitehorse & Area 
FOR 51 YEARS 
With Dependable Electrical Power 


WHITEHORSE, Y.T. 


Tourist’s Cock 


“a 


Taylor & Drury Motors Ltd. 


Chevrolet - Pontiac - Oldsmobile 
& Buick 
SALES and SERVICE 
Wrecker Service - Goodyear Tires 


98 HOTEL 


Service Like The 
Sourdoughs Only Dreamed Of Y 


Reasonable Rates 


Cocktail Lounge - 


Lo 


quash 


Sir he ae op 


MAIN OFFICE \ { 
419 COLMAN BLDG, 
SEATTLE 4, WASH, 
MU. 2300 


WHITEHORSE INN CAFE 


Open 24 Hours a Day 


RICHARDS TRANSPORTATION & GARAGE 


CHRYSLER - PLYMOUTH CALS & FARGO TRUCKS 
Dealers For The YUKON Territory 

COMPLETE GARAGE 

CHRYCO PARTS & 


ORTHERN COMMERCIAL CO. 


32 Department Stores - throughout 
‘s....).. Yukon and Alaska - to serve you 


The WHITEHORSE INN 


FOR THE BEST IN ACCOMMODATION. SINGLE 
OR DOUBLE ROOMS WITH OR WITHOUT BATH 
OR SHOWER. 


OPERATED LY 


WHITEHORSE HOTELS LTD. 


lock spears were pointed at his own 
back. 

He saidtothe chief, ‘‘If aught hap- 
pens to us, the scarlet police will 
come. They will not be one alone, as 
I am, but as many as the grains of 
sand onthe shores of the sea when the 
snow is gone in the month-of-many- 
moons. ”’ 

On Victoria land, a huge island 
off the Arctic coast, La Nauze whipped 
his sled dogs into an even wilder Cog- 
mollock village. Ilavernik gestured to 
a particular hut. 

Sinissiak sat among priests’ cas- 
socks and other treasures. The native 
looked up. The Shimarganishuk had 
come, ashis tribesmen had said they 
would. Two years after his bloody 
deed, one of the murderers had been 
caught. 

Uluksuk was captured in similar 
fashion. He made an awkward reach 
for the rifle of one of the slain priests, 
but La Nauze kicked it away. Hand- 
cuffs clinked in the grip of the in- 
spector. 

He fastened them on, but only tem- 


porarily. The criminals would not s8-- 


cape. The bracelets of iron were use- 
ful only to show that the white man’s 
law had a far reach, which bridged 
land and hill and river. 

‘IT suppose you’ve come to kill 
me,’’ Uluksuk had said through the 
interpreter. 

‘‘No,’’ said La Nauze. ‘‘I have 
come to take you to the home of the 
Shimarganishuk, where you will be 
judged for what you have done to two 
valiant men who came as friends of 
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the Cogmollocks. ”’ 

But the task of the inspector was 
far from done. He still was thousands 
of miles from the place where the 
prisoners of the Shimarganishuk would 
stand trial for the murder of Fathers 
La Roux and Rouvier. 

The tiny party struggled westward 
along the Arctic shoreline to the Royal 
Mounted Police post at Herschel Is- 
land, farthest north spot in the Dom- 
inion inhabited by white men. On the 
way they fell in with Stefansson, on 
his schooner Alaska. 

But when they got to Herschel Is- 
land it was already the end of August. 
The last sternwheeler had started up- 
stream. Soon ice would form in the 
Mackenzie. La Nauze had to spend a 
second winter in the Arctic. 

Not until August of the next year 
was the detail at an end. La Nauze 
stood once more on the railroad plat- 
form at Peace River Crossing, wait- 
ing for the train to Edmonton and 
headquarters. This time he had with 
him Sinissiak and Uluksuk. 

The telegraph operator in the nor- 
thern Alberta station clicked away 
furiously onhis instrument. The out- 
side world wanted to know what had 
happened to Fathers Rouvier and La 
Roux. Now, at last, the tragic truth 
unfolded. 

La Nauze had been gone for 28 
months. He had travelled 6500 miles, 
more than half of the distance by dog 
sled in weather as cold as any which 
Admiral Peary had encountered on his 
dash to the North Pole, 

But through allthe years to come, 
missionaries andtraders and explor- 
ers would be safe when they entered 
the domain of the Cogmollocks again. 
What Cogmollock would not remember 
forever the long arm of the scarlet 
police - an arm which had reached out 
across time and space from Peace 
River Crossing to bring Sinissiak and 
Uluksuk to the dreaded bar of the 
white man’s justice? 


Colonel Charles Dennis La Nauze 
glanced up with a twinkle in his Irish 
eyes. He held out his empty cup to 
my wife. 

“‘T believe I’ll have another spot of 
tea, ’’ he said. ‘‘There’s nothing at all 
like tea, you know, to make a man 
feel just right. ’’ 

There were people in the livin 
room who considered tea somewh 
sissified and only coffee or something 
stronger a fit drink for a he-man. 

But that night they all drank tea. 
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